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Presidentôs Message . . .  

As I write this fall conference is in 
the past. Our numbers attending 
were disappointing, but those of us 
that attended enjoyed what I feel 
was a great conference. It was 
wonderful to have our NAEOP 
President Kathy Lech and NAEOP 
Executive Director Angela Meyer in 
attendance.  I had not met either of 
these ladies prior to conference, but 
found them both very down to 
earth and friendly. Kathy gave a 
wonderful presentation. I was so 
happy that they stayed and attended 
both of our afternoon sessions.   

Our spring conference planning started, at least for Debora and I, prior 
to the beginning of fall conference. Debora already has one possible 
presenter and after going over the evaluations received from 
conference, has ideas for other presenters. I encourage you to contact 
her with any suggestions that you may have. It is only through working 
together that we can have quality conferences.   

With our spring conference we will be returning to our previous setting 
of having executive board meeting on Thursday night, classes and 
banquet on Friday and general meeting on Saturday morning. The 
dates for this conference are April 14th to 16th at the Clarion Hotel in 
Manhattan. 

At the executive board meeting on October 21st in Pittsburg the 
possibility of going to one conference per year was discussed once again.  
While many of us do not want to see that happen, we are all aware of 
budget cuts within school districts and our own households. I 
encourage everyone to give this possibility serious consideration. We 
agreed at the meeting to hold one more fall conference to see what the 
numbers are like. At that conference, we will most likely make our 
decision and present it to the general membership. I welcome any 
comments that you may have. You may call (785-691-7802); snail mail 
(1646 E 400 Road, Lawrence 66049) or e-mail me 
(dhetrick@usd343.org) your comments. I will share all of your 
comments with my board as we look towards the future. 
 
Sincerely, 

Debbie 
 
 

Debbie Hetrick 
KAEOP President 
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Recipe for Christmas All Year Long 

Take a heap of child-like wonder 
That opens up our eyes 

To the unexpected gifts in lifeð 
Each day a sweet surprise. 

Mix in fond appreciation 
For the people whom we know; 
Like festive Christmas candles, 
Each one has a special glow. 

Add some giggles and some laughter, 
A dash of Christmas food, 

(Amazing how a piece of pie 
Improves our attitude!) 

Stir it all with human kindness; 
Wrap it up in love and peace, 
Decorate with optimism, and 

Our joy will never cease. 

If we use this healthy recipe, 
We know we will remember 

To be in the Christmas spirit, 
Even when it's not December. 

By Joanna Fuchs 

mailto:dhetrick@usd343.org
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2010ï2011 KAEOP Officers 

ñLighting Our Way Through KAEOPò 

President 
Debbie Hetrick 
1646 East 400 Road 
Lawrence, KS  66049 
Cell: (785) 691-7802  
Work: (785) 597-5138  
Email: dhetrick@usd343.org 
 

President-Elect 
Debora Jensen 
275 Maple Dunes Ct. 
Wichita, KS  67235 
Home: (316) 721-0944 
Cell: (316) 644-1248  
Work: (316) 973-0401 
Email:  djensen@usd259.net 
 
Vice President 
Denise Shockey 
501 West 41st St. N. 
Wichita, KS  67204 
Home: (316) 204-5912 
Cell: (316) 204-5912 
Work: (316) 973-2243  
Email: dshockey@usd259.net 
 
Recording Secretary 
Charlotte Zeller, CEOE 
10048 S.W. Jordan Rd. 
Wakarusa, KS  66546 
Cell: (785) 806-6707 
Work: (785) 296-7931 
Email: czeller@ksde.org  
 

Corresponding Secretary 
Theresa Cote, CEOE 
4584 Clark Road 
Meriden, KS  66512 
Cell: (785) 640-2171  
Work: (785) 296-2303 
Email: tcote@ksde.org  
 

Treasurer 
June Seavey, CEOE 
18085 West 182nd 
Olathe, KS  66062 
Home: (913) 592-3076  
Cell: (913) 744-7052  
Work: (913) 592-7243 
Email: seavey@usd230.org  

Scholarship 
Debbie Opheim, CEOE 
1745 W. Grand 
Haysville, KS  67060 
Home: (316) 524-0974 
Work: (316) 554-2240 
Email: dopheim@usd261.com 
 

Fall Workshop 
Amanda Noll, CEOE 
12546 Highway 116 
Cummings, KS  66016 
Cell: (913) 370-3026  
Work: (785) 368-6207 
Email: anoll@ksde.org  
 
Website Chairman 
Barbara Clay, CEOE 
633 N. Oak 
Iola, KS  66749 
Home: (620)365-3408 
Cell: (620)228-1403 
Email: bclay5@cox.net 
 
Retired Membership 
Judy Shepard 
907 E. 3rd St. 
Kinsley, KS  67577 
Home: (620) 659-3472  
Email:  jshepard@usd347.org 
 

 

Member-at-Large 
Vicki Frazier 
6428 E. Rodeo Dr. 
Wichita, KS  67226 
Cell: (316) 214-9557  
Work: (316) 788-8410 
tvfrazier@yahoo.com 
 
Workshop Coordinator 
(vacant) 
 
Immediate Past President 
Judy OôMalley 
25820 W. 253rd Rd. 
Paola, KS  66071 
Home/Cell: (913) 963-4010  
Work:  (913) 592-7216 
Email: judy@usd230.org 
 
Affiliations 
Polly Smith 
Box 266 
Deerfield, KS  67838 
Home: (620) 426-7071  
Work: (620) 805-7600  
Email: psmith@gckschools.com 

 
Membership 
Gwen Kramer 
4304 Clark Road 
Meriden, KS  66512 
Cell: (785) 224-6219  
Work: (785) 296-7795  
Email: gkramer@ksde.org 
 
NAEOP Liaison 
Tammy Guss 
907 S. Broadway St., Apt 2 
Louisburg, KS  66053 
Cell: (913) 709-1771 
Work: (913) 592-7281 
Email: guss@usd230.org 
 
PSP 
Tamla Miller, CEOE 
1257 SW Boswell Ave. 
Topeka, KS  66604 
Home:  (785) 235-2311 
Work: (785) 296-4950 
Email: tmiller@ksde.org  

 

Mission Statement:   
 

The mission of this association is to 
provide and promote professional 
growth through information, service, 
fellowship, and recognition for all 
office professionals involved with 
educational systems in Kansas.  
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The Importance of Nominations to KAEOP 

Every year we have to elect officers for several offices on 
the Executive Board for KAEOP. This year we have the 
offices of President-Elect, Vice President, Recording 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Workshop Coordinator open.  
The Nominations for the KAEOP Board is a very hard job 
to do and it is even harder when no one is willing to step 
up and run for an office.  Every office is important to the 
future of the organization. We all love to be a part of the 
organization and to come to the conferences and see 
everyone but that is not possible without our Executive 
Board members. I am sure that you would be devastated to 
see the organization go by the wayside and no longer have 
one if we cannot have anyone willing to step up and be a 
board member and help serve the organization. Please 
consider running for one of these offices.   

You can contact me at 
dshockey@usd259.net, by 
Friday, December 10th, and 
I will get a bio form to you 
to be on the ballot.   

 
Denise Shockey 
Vice President 
Nominations Chair 

Committee Reports 

NAEOP Membership Update 

The second quarter active NAEOP membership list has 
arrived. As of November 2010, the Central Area 
membership totaled 449 active members. This was a 
decrease of eight members since August 2010. The 
breakdown by state is: Illinoisð92 (same), Indianað32 
(down 2), Iowað19 (same), Kansasð68 (down 2), 
Missourið71 (down 3), and Nebraskað167 (down 1).  
Please encourage current members to renew their 
memberships if they have not done so, and help promote 
new memberships in your area.  It is important to recruit 
all year long! Visit http://www.naeop.org/ for more 
information about the organization.  

Tammy Guss 
NAEOP Liaison 

Administrator and Office Professional of the Year 

Just a reminder that the applications for Administrator of 
the Year and Office Professional of the Year are due 
January 15, 2011. A committee is being formed now to 
review the applications received. If your affiliation has not 
made their nominations by now, please do so promptly.  
You can find the guidelines and applications at  
http://kaeop.org/awards.html. 
 

Tammy Guss 
NAEOP Liaison 

 

2010ï2011Financial Report 

November 30, 2010 

 

          BalanceðOctober 18, 2010 $6,790.15 

          Total Receipts this report                  +574.86 

          Total Expenditures this report:            -39.20 

          Ending Cash Balance       $7,325.81 

 

 Total Cash & Bank Accounts: 

 Checking Account:             $1,730.25 

 Savings Account:               $5,595.56 

         $7,325.81 

 

Submitted by: 

June Seavey, CEOE 

Treasurer 

mailto:dshockey@usd259.net
http://www.naeop.org/
http://kaeop.org/awards.html


News from EKAEOP 
The Eastern Kansas Office Professionals are working on raising money for our local scholarship fund.  We have been 
selling Farmstead Treats and turned in our first of three orders on October 11.  Our next order will go in November 11, so 
hopefully it will be bigger and better than the last one since everyone will be getting their holiday baking started.  We were 
able to raise just over $100 in our first order.  We are also trying to put our heads together to come up with other creative 
fundraising ideas.  In the spring we hope to work some concessions for our districtôs sporting events to add to the 
scholarship fund as well.  Other than that it is work as usual. 

 

At the Fall Conference in Pittsburg KS our very own April Neal won the 50/50 pot.  Way to go April!  I hope you got to 
take your husband out for dinner after the conference. 

 

Tammy Guss 

KSDE AEOP Highlights from September and October 

KSDE AEOP was very pleased to have Carol Bom and Sue Gilliland from the Nebraska 
DOE AEOP join us for our annual Membership Luncheon held in September.  Sue is the 
current president of their local association, which currently has 30 members, and her 
theme for 2010ï2011 is ñBloom Where You Are Planted.ò Carol and Sue shared some 
highlights from their association: an employee talent identification inventory; and a 

presentation given by a member that attended a 
leadership academy. Their association is currently 
working on a scholarship and the information will 
be posted at http://www.educationquest.org/. 
Carol and Sue discussed plans for sponsoring the 
NEOPA state conference held in October, and 
mentioned that staff from their agency was 
planning to present. Lastly, Carol and Sue shared 
their interest in doing a joint book club with our association. KSDE AEOP gained 
valuable knowledge from the discussions, and we hope that the partnership 
continues to ñblossom.ò 

 
In October, KSDE AEOP sponsored the first ñKSDE Assistantsô Break Timeò in 
recognition of Educational Office Professionals Career Awareness Week. The 
event was well received, whether assistants choose to stop by and pick up some 
goodies or stay for fellowship. Efforts to network and recruit were initiated 
amongst the members and non-member assistants as well as an introduction of a 
newly rehired assistant to the group. Also, KSDE AEOP would like to give a 
special thank you to those who participated. KSDE AEOP will continue to 
recognize Educational Office Professionals for the work that is done for students 
and education. 

Affiliates Corner 

Carol Bom, Gwen Kramer, Charlotte 
Zeller and Sue Gilliland.  

AEOP brochures, history, scrapbook, etc. on 
display at the annual Membership Luncheon.  

Several KSDE assistants ñtaking a break.ò 
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Affiliates Corner 

KAEOP Past Presidents 
The KAEOP Past Presidents held their regular meeting on October 21, 2010 during the fall conference in Pittsburg, KS.  
June Seavey called the meeting to order in Judy O'Malley's absence. 
 
Those present were Barbara Clay, Amanda Noll, Karen 
Pulaski, June Seavey, Judy Shepard, Julia Thompson and 
Charlotte Zeller.  It was reported that the Past Presidents 
affiliated with KAEOP for the year 2010ï2011,  and will 
be sending off the 2010-2011 NAEOP affiliation the first 
of November. Minutes of the previous meeting, 
treasurer's report and communications were read.  It was 
nice to here from some of our past presidents. Our 
KAEOP Ways and Mean basket was gift cards. Gift cards 
were voted in again for this coming Spring workshop. 
Two items for discussion was giving a scholarship and 
opening a bank account. Judy O'Malley was nominated 
for Office Professional of the Year and Karen Brack, 
from Spring Hill, for Administrator of the Year.  An 
announcement was made that Amanda Noll is having a 
baby girl in January. 
 
Thank you, June, for running our meeting in my absence. 
 
Judy O'Malley, President 
KAEOP Past Presidents  
 

 

 

 

Month Date Activity 

December 25 Christmas  

January   1 Happy New Year  

 15 PSP Filing Deadline 

 15 KAEOP Scholarship & Awards Deadline 

 23 NES Connector Deadline 

February 12 Kaleidoscope Deadline 

 15 NAEOP Affiliate Newsletter Deadline 

March  15 NAEOP Awards & Scholarship Deadline 

April 14-15 KAEOP Spring Workshop, Manhattan  

 20 Administrative Professionals Day  

Back row:  Barb Clay, Judy Shepard, Julia Thompson, Amanda 
Noll, Charlotte Zeller.  Front row:  June Seavey and Karen Pulaski. 

Calendar of Events 
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A Christmas candle is a lovely thing. 
It makes no noise at all,  

but softly gives itself away. 
Eva Logue 



KAEOP Fall Workshop 

Board Meeting 

Kathy Lech, NAEOP President; Angela Meyer, NAEOP        
Executive Director; and Laura OôDell, 1st Timer. 

Taking a break during class. 

Kathy Lech, NAEOP President; Angela Meyer, 
NAEOP Executive Director. 

Listening to Kathy Lechôs presentation. 

Head table  for lunch/business meeting. 

Board meeting. 

Fall Conference   
Baskets.  

Basket winners.  Back row:  Tammy Miller and Debora Jen-
sen.  Front row:  Barb Clay and Tammy Guss. 

Page 6                 Kaleidoscope          Winter, 2010 



Committee Reports (contôd) 
Scholarship News 

Just a reminder applications for the KAEOP Scholarships 
are due by January 15, 2011. Application forms are available 
on our website (www.kaeop.org). Applications are also 
available from affiliate presidents. 

The Margaret Van Horn Scholarship is for high school 
students interested in a career of business.  We award two of 
theseðone for a GPA of 3.5-4.0 and the other for a GPA of 
3.49-2.5. The second scholarship is the Lola Mae Farmer 
Member Dependent Scholarship.  It is an undergraduate 
program scholarship available for dependents of active, life 
or retired members of KAEOP. One scholarship will be 
given for a student in an undergraduate study  (minimum of 
nine semester hours). Applicants must be a descendant of an 
active, life or retired member as of the date of application.  
A descendant is defined as a blood relative or by marriage 
relative (i.e. grandchild, step-grandchild). 

Selections for the above scholarships are based on scholastic, 
initiative and financial need and are made by the KAEOP 
Scholarship Committee.  

For further information, please contact: 

Debbie Opheim, CEOE 
174 Peachwood Drive 
Haysville, KS  67060 
(316) 554-2240 (Work:  noon to 4:00 p.m.) 
(316) 524-0974 (Home) 
dopheim@usd261.com 

Affiliations 
Below is list of affiliates with KAEOP for 2010ð11: 
 

Eastern Kansas AEOP 
Tammy Guss, President 
c/o Spring Hill USD 230 
304 S. Webster 
Spring Hill, KS  66083 
guss@usd230.org 
 

Flinthills AEOP   
Rita Luthi, President 
701 Redbud Lane 
Wakefield, KS  67487 
ritaluthi@twinvalley.net  
 

Garden City AEOP  
Tracey Percival, President 
1205 Fleming 
Garden City, KS  67846 
tpercival@gckschools.com 
 

Sunflower Association  
Kathy Cummings, President 
1501 Road 8 
Howard, KS  67349 
akcummings@ksok.biz 
 

Iola AEOP   
Barbara Clay, President 
633 N. Oak 
Iola, KS  66749 
Bclay5@cox.net 
 

KAEOP Past Presidents   
Judy OôMalley, President 
25820 West 253rd St. 
Paola, KS  66071 
judy@usd230.org 
 

KSDE AEOP   
Tierney Kirtdoll, President 
120 SE 10th Avenue 
Topeka, KS  66612-1182 
tkirtdoll@ksde.org 
 

Wichita AEOP   
Brenda Decker, President 
3981 Porter 
Wichita, KS   
bdecker@usd259.net 
 

If any other local association would like to affiliate with 
KAEOP, please contact Polly Smith, psmith@gckschools.com or 
620-805-7600. 

RN=Renewal  13 

RET=Retired    1 

HON=Honorary  14 

RL=Retired Life  73 

N=New    0 

TOTAL  101 

KAEOP Membership Update 
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School Supplies . . . 
This is a picture of the school supplies that were collected at the 
lunch during our fall conference in Pittsburg.   

The supplies were donated to the Perry Elementary School in USD 
343 Perry-Lecompton. This building house our students in grades 
PreK to 1st grade.  

Thank you to everyone that donated. The supplies were greatly 
appreciated! 

 

The Retirees or, as we would now like to be called the "experienced 
ones.," (LOL), started out on the retirees tour as part of the KAEOP fall 
conference with 6 ladies and one gentleman (Julia Thompsonôs cousin 
Calvin).  First we visited "Big Brutus" in West Mineral.  Brutus is a huge shovel 
that was used to dig for coal. In fact, Calvin worked for the company that 
made this huge machine.  We climbed; yes we all climbed 7 floors on this 
machine. It is 16 stories high; however, you can not go any further due to 
insurance.  We took lots of pictures and had a great time.  We then went back 
to the hotel for lunch and the KAEOP business meeting. 

In the afternoon, we visited Pittsburg State Universityôs Library to meet with Barbara Clayôs cousin, Jeanette.  (This 
was the time to visit cousins.) Jeannette works in the basement of the library and she works with collecting old 
records, etc.  Jeannette took us on a tour of the library and we had a great time.  Both Jeanette and Calvin were a lot 
of fun.  Special thanks to Julia and Barb for sharing them with us.   

Later we went to the Frontenac Bakery and saw how they made bread, cookies and other wonderful stuff for the 
chicken restaurants around Pittsburg (they make enough for 6 restaurants). This bakery is over 100 years old and 
they still do about the same thing now that they did back then.  Of course, we had to buy some baked goods . 

This was my first time to go on tour with these wonderful ladies and I was so blessed.  Thank to all of the 
experienced ladies for the memories.   

Next spring the conference will be in Manhattan and we plan to visit the ñOzò museum in Wamego.    

 

 

 

 

  

If you know of anyone who is planning to retire this year please let me know so they can be honored in the 
spring.  Let me tell you it is great. 

 

Judy Shepard 
Retire Chairman 

KAEOP Fall Workshop (contôd) 

Retirees 

"There's no place like home." 
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Make plans now to attend NAEOP 2011 in Charleston, SC because we are making BIG plans for your visit! We have 
arranged awesome speakers as keynotes, as well as, for the Institute, and Briefings. Take this opportunity to explore a 
beautiful historic city deep in the heart of the south and experience the local charm and customs, dine on southern 
favorites and some of the best seafood in the world, all while you learn and laugh with NAEOP. 

The Embassy Suites, Airport/Convention Center will be our host hotel and 
is attached to the Charleston Area Conference Center. All rooms are 2 
room suites that include microwave, refrigerator, coffee makers, and sleeper 
sofas. Rooms are $145.00 per night. A cooked to order free breakfast buffet 
is offered every morning. (Area and Council Breakfasts will now be Area 
and Council ñmeetingsò so you can eat your free breakfast before you go to 
the meeting.) The Embassy also includes the complimentary managerôs 
reception in the evenings. The hotel provides free transportation to and 
from the airport, the nearby Tanger Outlets and parking is free! The hotel 
and Charleston Convention Center are located approximately 12 miles from Historic Downtown Charleston. Member 
and Guest registration will include free shuttle service to the downtown area on specified days and times. 

Be prepared to learn, laugh and live life to the fullest in historic Charleston, South Carolina in 2011. Be sure to start 
planning now so you can take advantage of the Cruise to the Bahamas that will follow the conference leaving from the 
Charleston Port.  Bring your family and make this a relaxed working vacation. 

 

 

Following is a little bit of history on Charleston from Wikipedia. 

Charleston is the oldest city in the state of South Carolina and is currently 
the second largest city in the state.  The city's original name was Charles 
Towne in 1670, and it moved to its present location (Oyster Point) from a 
location on the west bank of the Ashley River (Albemarle Point) in 1680; it 
adopted its present name in 1783. In 1690, Charleston was the fifth largest 
city in North America, and remained among the ten largest cities in the 
United States through the 1840 census.  

Charleston is known as The Holy City due to the prominence of churches 
on the low-rise cityscape, particularly the numerous steeples which dot the 
city's skyline, and for the fact that it was one of the few cities in the original thirteen colonies to provide religious 
tolerance, albeit restricted to non-Catholics.  

NAEOP 2011 Conference 

Charleston, South Carolina 

July 18ð22, 2011 

National News 
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